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Turks were far more closely allied to the Arabs and
the Kurds, who formed the majority of the popula-
tion of the three vilayets, than they had ever been
to their Christian subjects in Thrace and Mace-
donia, and these two subject races, like the Alban-
ians, stood to their fellow-Moslem rulers in a speci-
ally close relation. Sectarian differences weakened
but by no means removed this connection, and the
most fanatical Shiah Moslem felt, as he will always
feel, a subconscious bond between himself and the
orthodox Sunni which could never link him to the
Christian or the Jew.
The two most important foreign influences in the
country were the German and the British, the first
making itself felt in the Army, the Baghdad railway
project, and the domain of archaeology, and the
second in river navigation and irrigation works.
Of these two influences the German was a more
recent growth than the British, but it was rapidly
assuming formidable proportions. Mosul itself was
as yet almost untouched by either, for the central
position at the intersection of all the main caravan
routes of the northern Middle East, which gave
'it its name of cc the junction/' rendered* it at the
same time almost equidistant from the shores of the
Mediterranean, the Black Sea, the Caspian and the
Persian Gulf, and removed it as far as possible from
contact with the outside world. My hostesses told
me that if there was any foreign influence in the
town it was mainly religious, and shared between
their Mission, which was in touch with the Nestor-
ians, and a French Roman Catholic Mission which
worked among the Chaldeans. This was the first I
had heard of Christian populations in this part of
the world, and I absorbed as much as I could in the

